CHAPTER IV
THE LAST OF THE EARLY KINGS
CASIMR'S son and successor, Boleslaw the Bold, unlike
his predecessors on the throne of Poland, was able im-
mediately to assert the full authority of his tide; whereas
the previous kings had acceded to a throne to which
there were other and equally powerful pretenders, and
had come into possession of their inheritance more by
force of arms than of argument
Boleslaw found himself, on his father's death, and
thanks to his father's diplomacy, unmenaced by rivals
at home or abroad. Uniting in himself the warlike
qualities of his great-grandfather, Boleskw the Brave,
and in a lesser degree die statesmanship of his father, the
new king proved himself capable of combating either
danger.
On two occasions Boleslaw restored Izaslaw, Grand
Duke of Kieff, to the dironc from which that ruler had
been driven by his insurgent brothers. The Polish king's
price for this assistance was the province of Red Russia,
or, as it should more strictly be called, Red Rudienia,
which, however, did not long remain a part of Poland.
Following the same policy of profiting by the domestic
dissensions of his neighbours, Boleslaw helped Bek L of
Hungary and his sons to conclude in their favour a civil
war which was then in progress in that country. The
Slowak province, however, which had been lost by
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